Chapter Sixty-five
THE BURIAL OF THE LADY OF THE VASE
T
HE twenty-eighth day of the tenth month was the
fourteenth day after the death of the Lady of the Vase.
This was the second week's mind, and Abbot Wu -
with sixteen monks from the Taoist Temple of the Jade King
came to make sacrifice. They brought banners and set up an
altar in the house. A letter came from Secretary An. Hsi-mSn
Ch'ing entertained the messenger and dismissed him.
Abbot Wu brought a table of food and a roll of silk as his
personal offering. The monks sang dirges and -the abbot
solemnly made reverence before the coffin. Hsi-men Ch'ing
and Ch'Sn Ching-chi returned the reverence.
"Teacher," Hsi-mfen said, "you should not have done so
much. We really do not know how we can accept this offering."
"I am ashamed of my unworthiness to offer sacrifice for
your lady," Abbot Wu said. "These little things are no more
than a trifling indication of my regard for her," Hsi-m8n
Ch'ing accepted the offerings and the men who had brought
the boxes were sent away. The monks busied themselves most
diligently with their ceremonies. They sought the dead lady
in the nine dungeons of Hell; they summoned her spirit; they
prayed for her relief.
The next day, the first to arrive was Uncle Han, who lived
outside the city gates. With him came Tower of Jade's brother,
M£ng Jui, who had returned from his business abroad. Hear-
ing that there was a bereavement in Hsi-m£n Ch'ing's house-
hold, he came with Uncle Han, brought an offering of his own,
and asked to be permitted to wear mourning. After paying
his respects to Hsi-mgn Ch'ing, he went to see his sister.
Later, Hsi-men Ch'ing entertained him.
About noon, a number of civil officers came. There were
Li Kung-chi, the District Magistrate; Ch'ien Ssfi-ch'Sng, the
Assistant Magistrate; J£n Liang-kuei, the Deputy-Assistant
Magistrate; and the Gaol Warden, Hsia Kung-chi. The
District Magistrate of Yang-ku, Ti Ssfi-hsiu, came with
them. The five gentlemen were all wearing mourning and
brought with them presents and paper offerings. Hsi-mSn
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